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The Cleveland Museum of Art Appoints Jon L. Seydl as 


New Curator of European Painting and Sculpture 
Scholar will join the CMA on July 1 


CLEVELAND (May 22, 2007)—The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) today announced the appointment 
of Dr. Jon L. Seydl, as the Paul J. and Edith Ingalls Vignos, Jr., Curator of European Painting and 
Sculpture, 1500-1800, effective July 1. Dr. Seydl comes to the CMA from the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los 
Angeles where he served as associate curator of paintings. 

In his new position Dr. Seydl will be responsible for the CMA’s important holdings of European 
painting and sculpture from the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries, including the development of 
the collection and the preparation of exhibitions and publications. Foremost among his duties will be the 
reinstallation and interpretation of the collection in the new galleries of European art that are scheduled to 
open in June 2008 as part of the first phase of the museum’s five-year renovation and expansion project. 

“T am thrilled to join the curatorial department at The Cleveland Museum of Art at such an 
exciting time,” Seydl said. “With the capital project moving forward, the opportunity to work on a 
reinstallation of the Museum’s remarkable collection of European painting and sculpture is a curator’s 
dream. I am eager to work with the leadership and senior staff of the museum to achieve this goal.” 

“Jon Seydl possesses a broad knowledge of European art and is considered one of the brightest 
young scholars in his field. We are fortunate that he has agreed to join our curatorial staff and I am 
confident that he will make a significant contribution to the work of this institution, ” noted CMA Director 
Timothy Rub. 

Seydl, who is a specialist in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Italian art, was awarded a B.A. in 
Art History from Yale University in 1990, and then earned his M.A. (1998) and Ph.D. (2003) in Art History 
from the University of Pennsylvania. He began his career in 1991 as a program specialist for the National 
Endowment for the Humanities’ Museums Program. In 1994, he joined the Philadelphia Museum of Art as 
a research coordinator for the international exhibition The Splendor of Eighteenth Century Rome, which 
was presented at the Philadelphia Museum of Art and Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. While in 
Philadelphia he also co-curated Antiquity Recovered: Pompeii and Herculaneum in Philadelphia 
Collections, which opened in 2002 at the Arthur Ross Gallery at the University of Pennsylvania. That same 
year he joined the J. Paul Getty Museum as assistant curator of paintings, and was named associate curator 
of paintings in 2006. 
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During his tenure in Los Angeles, Seydl coordinated the presentation of Jacques-Louis David: 
Empire to Exile (2005) at the J. Paul Getty Museum and curated Tiepolo Oil Sketches (2005), for which he 
also wrote the catalogue. He also co-curated the exhibition From Caspar David Friederich to Gerhard 
Richter: German Paintings from Dresden (2006-2007), and organized two exhibitions, Consuming 
Passion: Fragonard’s Allegories of Love (2007-2008) and Bolognese Baroque Painting from Dresden and 
Los Angeles, scheduled to open in 2008-2009. 

Seydl has also prepared a number of other books, scholarly articles and essays, including Antiquity 
Recovered: The Legacy of Pompeii and Herculaneum, a book co-edited with Victoria Coates (Getty 
Publications, 2007), and Gerhard Richter Symposium Papers, co-edited with Christine Mehring and Jeanne 
Anne Nugent, slated for publication in 2008. 

In addition to his wealth of museum experience, Seydl has taught at the University of 
Pennsylvania and the University of Southern California. His has lectured publicly on a wide range of 
topics, in such venues as the Allen Memorial Art Museum at Oberlin College, the Norton Simon Museum, 
the Phoenix Art Museum, the San Diego Museum of Art, and the University of California, Los Angeles. 

Seydl also has received a number of fellowships and awards. He was named a research fellow by 
the Yale Center for British Art in 2006; received a Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching and a 
Penfield Dissertation Fellowship from the University of Pennsylvania, a Lemmerman Foundation 
Scholarship, and a Council of American Overseas Research Center’s Multi-Country Research Fellowship 
for dissertation research in Rome, Bologna, and Lisbon. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s foremost museums, with a renowned 
permanent collection that includes more than 42,000 works of art that span more than 6,000 years of 
creative achievement. It is widely recognized for the scope and quality of its exhibitions and programs as 
well as its commitment to scholarship and public education. For more information on the CMA, please call 


1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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